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NORTH ELLENBROOK HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.38 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Planning representing the 
Minister for Education in this house. The grievance is on the need to build the north Ellenbrook high school as 
soon as possible and not to allow it to be delayed, as the government has announced. I want to go through the 
brief history of this issue and outline why the north Ellenbrook high school needs to be built as soon as possible. 
Back in February 2013—just over a year ago—in the lead-up to the election, the state government announced 
that the north Ellenbrook high school would be brought forward and completed in 2017. The media statement 
from the Minister for Education states — 

… $54million had been allocated to build a new secondary school at Ellenbrook North. 

“The school was originally scheduled to be built by 2019 but the popularity of the area has prompted 
the Government to bring forward funds so it will be completed two years earlier,” … 

In February 2013, it was announced that that school would be built by 2017. It was a government commitment; it 
was an election commitment taken to the March 2013 election. There was a clear commitment and a clear 
promise from this government to build this school. 

Last year, in the 2013–14 budget, the north Ellenbrook high school was deferred. Back in November 2013, I 
asked the Premier why it was deferred. The Premier stated in this place — 

We do not own the land; it is a simple point. 

The Premier said that the reason the school had not been built was because the ownership had not been sorted. 
This simply is not good enough; the school needs to be built. 

I put in a freedom of information application for the documents so that I could get an understanding of whether 
the Premier was completely correct in his statement to the house. I received a reply from my FOI request a 
number of weeks ago that outlined the true facts behind what has happened here. I want to go back 
to November 2012, and I will read an email from an officer in the Department of Education that highlights why 
Ellenbrook north high school had originally been brought forward by the government. The email reads — 

Ellenbrook Secondary College — 

The existing college — 

has a total site capacity of 61 permanent classrooms, which can accommodate 1447 students and a 
maximum of 8 transportables can be accommodated on the site, … Therefore, total site capacity for this 
school is about 1650 students. 

The email goes on to list the number of primary schools that currently contribute to Ellenbrook Secondary 
College, including — 

Arbor Grove PS, Ellen Stirling PS, Ellenbrook PS, Upper Swan PS, Aveley PS and Malvern Springs 
PS. 

In November 2012 there was a clear indication that 1 650 students was the capacity of this school. 

I also highlight that these FOI documents show that successful negotiations were happening between the 
education department and developers to get access to the land. In fact, documents exist that actually show that it 
was all ready to go and the funds just needed to be transferred from the education department. I note this email 
between two officers—I will not name them — 

I … pointed out that the Department has given a number of commitments in regard to these site 
acquisitions. Further I indicated that the Department’s credibility was at severe risk if these funds were 
not transferred as planned. 

It appears that in June 2013 the negotiations were successful, and the education department was waiting to 
transfer the funds. 

In the lead-up to the 2013-14 budget, a political decision was made not to build this school in the time promised. 
That is basically what happened. I know that is what happened because an email of 29 August 2013 states that 
there had been queries from The West Australian about what had happened to north Ellenbrook high school after 
the 2013-14 budget. The communications officer from Education wrote — 

Two queries below from separate West journos. I don’t think we can provide advice on what to say 
about the op date change as that was a Government decision. 
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It is clear that there was a commitment to build north Ellenbrook high school by 2017; I believe a decision was 
made at the Economic and Expenditure Reform Committee either by the minister or the cabinet to defer this 
school. It might have been for budgetary reasons, but whatever the reason, the decision was not made by the 
education department; it was made by cabinet. Two schools were meant to open that year; one school did, but 
this school has been deferred. I think a political decision was made to defer this school, even though all the 
advice was that there were significant capacity issues. I point out that even as late as September last year the 
department was trying to get the school opened in an adequate time frame. In September 2013 an email was sent 
that reads — 

I will send a briefing up the line to see if we can again request an early opening for North Ellenbrook 
and will cite the reasons. 

The education department knew that north Ellenbrook high school needed to be built as soon as possible. 
As I said, the original briefing notes state that the capacity of the school was 1 650, with nine transportables; the 
education department is now planning to have more than 2 000 students at Ellenbrook Secondary College by 
2017, and is planning to have more than 29 transportables there. There is a clear case for having this school built 
as soon as possible. The FOI documents show that the land was ready; all that was lacking was the funds—the 
funds stripped away from Education by this government at the last hour, which has created this unnecessary and 
lengthy delay in the opening of the new high school. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [9.45 am]: I acknowledge the member’s interest in 
ensuring that the new Ellenbrook secondary school is completed as soon as is reasonably possible, and indeed 
the government shares the view that that needs to happen, and the good news is that it will happen. As I am 
advised, a new high school at north Ellenbrook was originally announced in the 2012–13 budget and was 
planned to open in 2019. It is correct that that date was revised to 2017 in 2012, and the decision to open the new 
school in 2018 was made during the 2013 budget process. That has been known for some time. The government 
has to make decisions taking into account the financial circumstances and ensuring that we manage the demand 
for expenditure compared with the amount of revenue available. Issues of the total amount of debt that the state 
has incurred are of significant interest to the government, but they are also raised by the opposition—including, I 
think, by the member for West Swan on a quite frequent basis. We have a balancing act to achieve but, as I said, 
the school is planned to open one year earlier than was originally announced. I agree that it is one year later than 
the revised date that was subsequently given, but we have had to make decisions about deferring quite a number 
of projects. They were made last year in the financial circumstances that have presented themselves since the 
election. Iron ore prices have come down, and that is having an effect on the state’s income, and also the 
Australian dollar has stayed higher than desirable from our point of view, and that also has a negative effect on 
revenue available. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Can you explain why this school was delayed? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Decisions had to be made about deferring a number of capital works projects. The deferral by 
one year from the revised date that was given is not considered to be of enormous significance; the important 
point is that the school is going ahead. Planning for the new school has commenced, and it is on track to open at 
the start of 2018, which is one year ahead of the originally planned date, as I said. I am advised that negotiations 
to purchase the land are expected to be finalised in August of this year. It is also important, I think, to note that 
because the school has a large number of students, that does not mean to say that it is necessarily an 
underperforming school; indeed, it tends to be the much larger secondary schools in the state, in terms of student 
numbers, that have the best academic outcomes. For example Willetton Senior High School has about 1 800, 
Rossmoyne Senior has close to 1 700, and Churchlands Senior High School has about 1 566 students. The 
numbers are obviously increasing at the existing Ellenbrook Secondary College, and in 2014 there are 1 416 
students; that figure is expected to grow to around 1 900 in 2017. But, as I said, the new school is intended to 
open in 2018. Obviously students will be accommodated appropriately at Ellenbrook Secondary College in the 
meantime. Transportable classrooms will be provided; they have been used for decades throughout the state’s 
public school system, and they provide flexibility in catering for students’ needs as the population demands 
change. They provide a high standard of accommodation, they are air conditioned and provide a comfortable and 
well-resourced educational environment. I am advised that Building Management and Works has prepared a plan 
for Ellenbrook Secondary College to minimise any intrusion of the transportables onto the school oval. Indeed, I 
make the observation that what is most important in relation to students getting a good education and achieving 
satisfactory or high academic outcomes is not so much the quality of the buildings; it is the quality of the 
teaching that is provided in whatever form of buildings may exist. That is what is really important, and that is 
what I am sure will be focused on at the existing Ellenbrook Secondary College for whatever the number of 
students is at that school. 
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When the new Ellenbrook north secondary school is constructed, it will have state-of-the-art facilities, and we 
are confident that the community will benefit from what will be a very significant investment in public 
education. The new school is being planned for, land acquisition is expected to occur later this year in August, 
and the new school will be opened in 2018, which is one year ahead of the original schedule and not really all 
that far away. 
I will make some wider points about the amount of public funds that the government has invested in new 
educational facilities. Since we came to government in 2008, there have been 33 new schools constructed and an 
estimated 799 new classrooms built. Additionally, we are investing approximately $1.2 billion in new and 
improved schools over the next four years, which will include 16 new public primary schools and three new 
public secondary schools. The government is focused on the rapidly growing outer suburbs of the Perth 
metropolitan area, with new primary and secondary schools currently being built in Ellenbrook, Alkimos, 
Baldivis, Caversham, east Landsdale and Harrisdale. The 29 building projects to accommodate year 7 students at 
secondary schools are also well underway, with all of the buildings due for completion at the start of the 2015 
school year at a cost of about $230 million. We are also delivering on the $22 million commitment to build new 
child and parent centres at 16 schools over the next two years, with the first new buildings due to open later this 
year. One of those child and parent centres, I am pleased to say, is being built at the East Maddington Primary 
School in my electorate of Kalamunda. The government takes seriously the concerns of the Ellenbrook 
community. The new school at north Ellenbrook is being planned and it will be delivered, and it is expected to 
open in 2018. 
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